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This Agreement by and among the units of federal, state and local government, and other 

non-governmental emergency response organizations, subscribed hereto, hereafter referred to 

as "Units", or "Parties" is made and entered into the date set forth next to the signatures of those 

authorized to execute this Agreement on behalf of the respective Parties, each Party having 

approved this Agreement and adopted same pursuant to their state's constitutional and statutory 

authority and in a manner provided by law. In order to provide efficient and effective management 

of this Agreement, groups of the Parties may be established as "Chapters" on a state-by-state 

basis and Chapters may include Parties from adjoining states. 

WHEREAS, the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) was formally organized 

beginning in 1968 in the northwest and western suburbs of Chicago, Illinois to coordinate and 

automate fire department mutual aid based roughly on the Chicago Fire Department's box alarm 

system, whereby predetermined resources of personnel and fire equipment were assigned to 

respond to a specific incident or area; and 

WHEREAS, MABAS has grown into a multi-state organization through prearranged 

mutual aid and dispatch agreements that coordinate responses to emergencies and disasters 

including fires, emergency medical calls, hazardous material incidents, water related rescues, 

and technical rescues, and MABAS is designed to facilitate all levels of mutual aid from day-to­

day automatic aid responses to major incidents and disasters requiring significant deployment of 

resources; and 

WHEREAS, since the last revision of the master MABAS intergovernmental agreement 

circa 1988, MABAS has grown exponentially to its current composition of almost 1,200 Illinois 

Units and 2,200 total Units in Illinois and several nearby States with Units ranging from all­

volunteer fire departments to major cities like Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Louis; and 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Illinois, 1970, Article VII, Section 10, 

authorizes units of local government to contract or otherwise associate among themselves , with 

the State, with other States and their units of local government, and with the United States to 

obtain and share services and to exercise, combine, or transfer any power or function in any 

manner not prohibited by law or ordinance; and to further contract or otherwise associate with 

individuals, associations, and corporations in any manner not prohibited by law or ordinance; and 

to further contract or otherwise associate with individuals, associations, and corporations in any 

manner not prohibited by law; and 
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WHEREAS, the Illinois "Intergovernmental Cooperation Act", 5 ILCS 220/1 et seq., 

provides that any power or powers, privileges or authority exercised, or which may be exercised 

by a unit of local government may be exercised and enjoyed jointly with any other unit of local 

government including units of local government from another state; and 

WHEREAS, Section 5 of the Illinois "Intergovernmental Cooperation Act", 5 ILCS 220/5, 

provides that any one or more public agencies may contract with any one or more public agencies 

to perform any governmental service, activity or undertaking which any of the public agencies 

entering into the contract is authorized by law to perform, provided that such contract shall be 

authorized by the governing body of each party to the contract; and 

WHEREAS, the Indiana Code at Section 36-1-7 (IC 36-1-7) authorizes an Indiana political 

subdivision to enter into a mutual aid agreement with political subdivisions of states other than 

Indiana, provided the agreement contains the necessary terms and conditions set out in IC 36-7-

3, is approved by the Indiana Attorney General as required under IC 36-1-7-4, is recorded with 

the county recorder and filed with the Indiana State Board of Accounts as required under IC 36-

1-7-6; and

WHEREAS, for the purposes of Chapter 3 of Indiana Emergency Management and 

Disaster law, the term "political subdivision" means city, town, township, county, school 

corporation, library district, local housing authority, public transportation corporation, local building 

authority, local hospital or corporation, local airport authority or other separate local governmental 

entity that may sue and be sued. (See IC 10-14-3-6, IC 36-1-2-13, IC 36-1-2-10, IC 36-1-2-11, 

IC 36-1-2-18); and 

WHEREAS, the Indiana Code at Section 10-14-6.5 (IC 10-14-6.5) authorizes the State of 

Indiana and local units of government to enter into agreements to provide interstate mutual aid 

for emergency responses that do not rise to the level requiring a state or local declaration of a 

state of emergency or disaster; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 28E of the State Code of Iowa provides that any powers, privileges 

or authority exercised or capable of exercise by a public agency of the State of Iowa may be 

exercised and enjoyed jointly with any public agency of any other state or of the United States to 

the extent that laws of such other state or of the United States permit such joint exercise or 

enjoyment (See 28E.3); and 

WHEREAS, the State Code of Iowa, in Chapter 28E, authorizes any one or more public 

agencies to contract with any one or more other public agencies to perform any governmental 

service, activity, or undertaking which any of the public agencies entering into the contract is 
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authorized by law to perform, provided that such contract shall be authorized by the governing 

body of each party to the contract (See 28E.12); and 

WHEREAS, for the purposes of Chapter 28E of the State Code of Iowa, the term "public 

agency" means any political subdivision of the State of Iowa; any agency of Iowa's government 

or of the United States; and any political subdivision of another state (See 28E.2); and 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Michigan, 1963, Article VII, Section 28, 

authorizes units of local government to contract as provided by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, 1967 PA 7, MCL 124.501, et seq.,

provides that any political subdivision of Michigan or of another state may enter into interlocal 

agreements for joint exercise of power, privilege, or authority that agencies share in common and 

might each exercise separately; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 471.59 authorizes two or more governmental units, by 

agreement entered into through action of their governing bodies, to jointly or cooperatively 

exercise any power common to the contracting parties or any similar powers, including those 

which are the same except for the territorial limits within which they may be exercised; and 

WHEREAS, the term "governmental unit" in Minnesota Statute 471.59 includes every city, 

county, town, school district, and other political subdivision of this or another state; another state; 

the University of Minnesota; licensed nonprofit hospitals; and any agency of the state of 

Minnesota or the United States. The term also includes any instrumentality of a governmental 

unit if that unit has independent policy-making and appropriating authority; and 

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 16 of the Constitution of Missouri and Sections 70.210, 

70.320, and 70.220.1, of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, provide that any municipality or political 

subdivision of the state of Missouri may contract and cooperate with other muniC?ipalities or 

political subdivisions thereof, or with other states or their municipalities or political subdivisions, 

or with the United States, to provide a common service as provided by law so long as the subject 

and purpose of such are within the scope of the powers of such municipality or political 

subdivision; and 

WHEREAS, for the purposes of Sections 70.210, 70.320, and 70.220.1 of the Revised 

Statutes of Missouri, "municipality" means municipal corporations, political corporations, and 

other public corporations and agencies authorized to exercise governmental functions; and 

"political subdivision" means counties, townships, cities, towns, villages, school, county library, 

city library, city-county library, road, drainage, sewer, levee and fire districts, soil and water 

conservation districts, watershed subdistricts, county hospitals, and any board of control of an art 

museum, and any other public subdivision or public corporation having the power to tax; and 
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WHEREAS, Title LV, Section 5502.291 of the Ohio Revised Code authorizes the governor 

to enter into mutual aid arrangements for reciprocal emergency management aid and assistance 

with other states and to coordinate mutual aid plans between political subdivisions, between the 

State of Ohio and other states, or between the State of Ohio and the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Sections 66.0301 and 66.0303, Wisconsin Statutes, authorize municipalities 

to contract with municipalities of another state for the receipt or furnishing of services or the joint 

exercise of any power or duty required or authorized by statute to the extent that laws of the other 

state or of the United States permit the joint exercise; and, jointly exercise powers delegated to 

them and, thereby, to make certain agreements concerning boundary lines between themselves; 

and 

WHEREAS, for the purposes of Subchapter Ill of Chapter 66 of the Wisconsin Statutes, 

the term "municipality" includes political subdivisions, which refers to any city, village, town, or 

county in this state or any city, village, town, county, district, authority, agency, commission, or 

other similar governmental entity in another state; (See Wis. Stat. 66.0303(1 ), 66.0304(1 )(f)); and 

WHEREAS, similar provisions providing for intergovernmental cooperation exist in the 

other states in which any Party to this Agreement resides, and which provide legal authority for 

each respective Party to enter into the Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties have determined that it is in their best interests to enter into this 

Agreement to secure to each the benefits of mutual aid in fire protection, suppression, provision 

of rescue and emergency medical assistance, hazardous materials control, technical rescue, 

training and any other emergency support for the protection of life and property in the event of an 

Emergency, Disaster, or other Serious Threat to Public Health and Safety, and to engage in 

Training and other preparedness activities in furtherance of the foregoing mutual aid activities; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and understandings set 

forth in this Agreement, and pursuant to the authority bestowed upon the Parties set forth 

above, it is agreed by, among and between the Parties as follows: 

SECTION ONE - PURPOSE 

It is recognized and acknowledged that leveraging collective resources from other Units to provide 

effective, efficient response to Emergencies, Disasters, or Serious Threats to Public Safety is 

desired. Further, it is acknowledged that the closest, available Unit(s) that can render aid may be 

outside of a requesting Unit's or Chapter's jurisdiction. Accordingly, it is the express intent of the 
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