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“Got Your  

Back Talk” 

Volume 21.3 In This Issue  

 From the President: 
 by Chief Don Davids 
 

 

Greetings to all MABAS Members, 

I hope everyone had a good holiday 
season and that as we start the new 
year, all is well with you, your depart-
ments, and communities. Since the 
adoption of the updated MABAS agree-
ment, there have been quite a few de-
partments/divisions that have sub-
mitted the required documents. That is 
a spectacular reflection on the need 
and importance of the updated docu-
ment and I greatly appreciate all of the 
efforts so far.  

If you need assistance with the new 
agreement language or requirements, 
please reach out to your MABAS branch 
operations chief or staff at the MRC so 
we can assist you.  

At the December leadership team 
meeting a strong emphasis was placed 
on making sure CIMS 3.0 data is correct 
and up to date. Divisions presidents 
should have received a request to pro-
vide documentation on support for any  

 

 

 

special teams your division may host. 
For the past year we have stressed the 
importance of entering your division 
special teams’ members correctly in 
CIMS 3.0 and there is a date in the very 
near future when we will notify teams, 
they are no longer part of the statewide 
deployable system.  

The MABAS Command and Dispatcher 
training summit information and regis-
tration is available, and we look for-
ward to a educational conference and 
good networking with attendees and 
vendors. Please register to attend. We 
will host our next executive board 
meeting on Wednesday, February 22 as 
part of the conference.  

Please stay safe and keep up the good 
work of protecting your communities. 

Respectfully, 

Don Davids 

President, MABAS-IL 

davids@mabas-il.org 
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Registration is now 
open for MABAS 2023 

Training Summit 

February 20-25, 2023 

Click here to Register for 2023 Training Summit www.mabas-il.org 

http://www.mabas-il.org
http://www.mabas-il.org
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Both the cannabis plant and the industry 

itself have been growing quite a bit over 

the past decade. In 2012, Colorado and 

Washington became the first two states to 

legalize recreational use of cannabis. 

Many other states followed suit. As of 

November 2022, a total of 21 states, and 

the District of Columbia, had approved the 

use of cannabis for recreational purposes. 

 

Legalization provided many people with 

an opportunity to use cannabis to treat 

conditions such as pain, migraines, de-

pression, and anxiety, among other things, 

while remaining law-abiding citizens. With 

the increase in demand came a need for 

an increase in supply. 

Facilities of all shapes and sizes began 

popping up in states where cannabis was 

legalized to be manufactured. While can-

nabis is commonly smoked by many users, 

other forms of cannabis products include 

gummies, oils, supplements, and extracts. 

These products are manufactured by ex-

tracting cannabidiol (CBD) and tetrahydro-

cannabinol (THC) from the plant itself. 

What are the safety concerns? 

The extraction of cannabis oil can pose 

many safety issues, including the risk of 

fire and explosion. In many cases, the ex 

 

traction process itself creates a hazardous 

location due to the use of flammable sol-

vents such as butane, pentane, hexane, 

propane, and ethanol, which can all be 

released during the processing and extrac-

tion of plant oils. Proper installation, 

maintenance, and use of the extraction 

equipment employed as part of the pro-

cessing of oils from cannabis will go a long 

way in achieving overall safety within 

these types of facilities. 

RELATED  

• Listen to an NFPA podcast about regu-

lating the cannabis industry 

• Read, “The New Face of Pot,” published 

in the July/August 2018 NFPA Journal 

 What does the NEC say? The 2023 edition 

of NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code® 

(NEC®), made significant strides toward 

helping achieve electrical safety in facili-

ties that perform cannabis oil extraction 

by adding Article 512, Cannabis Oil Equip-

ment and Cannabis Oil Systems Using 

Flammable Materials. 

 This new article provides electrical re-

quirements for cannabis oil preparatory 

equipment, extraction equipment, booths, 

post-processing equipment, and systems 

using flammable materials (flammable 

gas, flammable liquid–produced vapor, 

combustible liquid–produced vapor) in 

commercial and industrial facilities. A pub-

lic input that was submitted for the 2023 

NEC as part of the NFPA standards devel-

opment process, PI-2285, supported cre-

ating a new article that would “elevate the 

level of safety” within the cannabis indus-

try. The substantiation of PI-2285 provid-

ed examples of real-life explosion inci-

dents within cannabis facilities, some of 

which required more than 200 firefighters 

to battle the blaze and left large numbers 

of firefighters injured. In an industry that 

has processes and procedures unfamiliar 

to many authorities having jurisdiction 

(AHJs) and that continues to see tremen-

dous growth, it is crucial to provide safety 

requirements around installations that 

can be verified at the time of inspection. 

 While it is likely that we will see new Arti-

cle 512 expand within future NEC cycles to 

provide more guidance, the initial content 

contained within the 2023 NEC begins to 

provide some of the necessary require-

ments for designers, installers, and AHJs 

to achieve electrical safety around canna-

bis equipment and systems. 

 Article 512 is broken down into three 

parts: Part I: General; Part II: Wiring; and 

Part III: Equipment. Section 512.3 is a key 

component for installations as it provides 

the requirements for how cannabis oil 

equipment and systems that can release 

flammable materials during operation 

must be classified. The section is broken 

down into Part A, which covers installa-

tions outside of booths, and Part B, which 

covers installations within booths. Each of 

these areas are then further broken down 

into installations where flammable gases 

and vapors are released and installations 

where flammable gases and vapors are 

not released.  

Continued on Page 4 

Growth in Codes and Standards is Essential to 

Safety within Cannabis Oil Extraction Facilities 

Visit our web site for Training Summit information www.mabas-il.org 

http://www.mabas-il.org
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As we welcome 2023, MABAS staff 

members are working on a number of 

important projects. 

1.The new MABAS Agreement  pro-

ject. Staff is processing a  num-

ber completed agree ments that 

have already been  submitted. We 

will be manag ing new submittals 

throughout  the year as the dead-

line to  submit newly signed 

Agreements is January 1, 2024. 

2. As the 2023 MABAS Training Sum-

mit gets closer Staff is busy handling 

registrations and hotel reservations 

along with a myriad of other details 

that go into staging the event. The 

Agenda is complete and we know 

that every attendee will take home 

some valuable ideas to help prepare 

their divisions/departments in man-

aging future events they may face.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Work will soon begin on the upcom-

ing grant cycles. We should hear in 

mid-February on the amount of 

Homeland Security and Urban Area 

Initiative grant funding Illinois will 

receive later in 2023. We will also 

follow the increase in State Prepar-

edness and Response Grant funding 

as it works its way through the State 

budgeting approval process. The 

process to determine the funding 

MABAS may receive to maintain 

statewide operations will begin in 

earnest later in February.  

Last November, the entire MABAS 

staff met at the MABAS Readiness 

Center for a multi-day planning and 

 

 

 

 

 

One overarching theme resulting from 

the brainstorming sessions was how 

can MABAS better prepare new chiefs 

and other command personnel on 

MABAS procedures and how to best 

utilize MABAS resources when need-

ed. Many productive ideas were of-

fered which we hope to roll out over 

the new year. Feel free to contact your 

local Operations Branch Chief with any 

questions or suggestions.  

The MABAS Task Force I Urban 

Search and Rescue Team is open and 

available to assist local Technical Res-

cue Teams in their ongoing prepared-

ness trainings and exercises. We en-

courage these Teams to take ad-

vantage of the resources available 

from the USAR Team to assist in your 

readiness efforts. Contact the USAR 

Team managers at the MABAS Readi-

ness Center for further information.  

Let’s hope we have a safe 2023 and 

we look forward to seeing everyone at 

the 2023 MABAS Training Summit in 

Bloomington/Normal the week of Feb-

ruary 20, 2023. 

A Message from MABAS-Illinois 
By: Chief Glenn Ericksen 

 

  

 

Play to Win  

$500,000.00 
 

Visit www.mabasmoney.com 

http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com
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Continued From Page 2 

Having the area classified properly is an 
important initial step as we move into 
Parts II and III of Article 512 to determine 
how wiring and equipment installations 
must be performed in and around the 
hazardous locations. Part III, in particular, 
includes requirements for the equipment 
and systems to be listed and marked. It 
also provides guidance on when gas de-
tection is required. 
 
While the new Article 512 within the 2023 
NEC is a great starting point for beginning 
to provide electrical safety requirements 

within cannabis facilities, as can 
be expected, safety needs don’t 
stop there. 
 
A new, dedicated cannabis standard 

 
Currently, NFPA is in the development 

stages of NFPA 420, Standard on Fire Pro-

tection of Cannabis Growing and Pro-

cessing Facilities. The overall goal of NFPA 

420 is to address the protection of facili-

ties where cannabis is being grown or pro-

cessed from fire and related hazards. Ini-

tial meeting minutes found at the NFPA 

420 document information page reflect 

committee task groups working to devel-

op preliminary chapters that provide in-

formation pertaining to fundamentals, 

indoor growing, drying/processing, and 

extraction. Provided that the draft devel-

opment progresses at the technical com-

mittee level, and approval to do so is pro-

vided by the NFPA Standards Council, the 

goal is to have an initial NFPA 420 docu-

ment available for public input sometime 

in 2024. 

The growth of the cannabis industry does 

not show any signs of slowing down. 

A recent article in Forbes stated that mar-

ket research firm BDSA is forecasting can-

nabis sales in the United States to grow 

from $25 billion in 2021 to $40 billion in 

2026. More facilities, more processing, 

and more workers lead to an increased 

need for safety within the cannabis indus-

try. Continued development of codes and 

standards that provide knowledge for 

those designing, performing, and in-

specting these installations is paramount 

to achieving a high level of safety within 

cannabis growing and processing facilities. 

Important Notice: Any opinion expressed 

in this column (blog, article) is the opinion 

of the author and does not necessarily 

represent the official position of NFPA or 

its Technical Committees. In addition, this 

piece is neither intended, nor should it be 

relied upon, to provide professional con-

sultation or services.  

https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-

Research/Publications-and-media/Blogs-

Landing-Page/NFPA-Today/Blog-

Posts/2022/12/14/Growth-in-Codes-and-

Standards-Is-Essential-to-Safety-Within-

Cannabis-Oil-Extraction-Facilities 

 

       

 

     Visit Our Web Site 

 

 

 

        www.mabas-il.org 

 

Hey, while you’re visiting, register 

for the 2023 Summit!! 

https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=420
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=420
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=420
http://www.mabas-il.org


MABAS   January 2023 

 

 



MABAS   January 2023 

 

                

                                        Project Complete  

                                           By Spencer Kimura 

 At the MABAS Executive Board meeting on June 15, 2022, MABAS launched an online survey de

 signed to obtain tire information from each Division’s Western Shelter and trailers for the genera

 tor light towers. Based upon survey responses, a plan was developed that determined number of  

 tires and wheels needing replacement,  estimated the costs with the assigned vendor who had the  

 capacity to travel state-wide, and established a weekly schedule through project completion. For 2  

 months, Cassidy  Tire & Service worked diligently and proficiently, traveling throughout the state, to  

 complete this project successfully. The project replaced 222 Western Shelter trailer tires, 203  

 Generator light tower tires and 100 wheels. 

 As Deputy Chief Michael Dade indicated, 

 It was extremely encouraging and refreshing to see that survey converted into action so quickly and  

 efficiently. The individual that performed the work was professional, punctual and communicated  

 his progress with me throughout the day. 

 The documentation has been received and is filed. Thank you for taking care of this and following  

 up with us. 

 Respectfully, 

  

 MABAS would like to thank everyone who assisted in completing this project. Please contact Deputy  

 Operations Section Chief Spencer Kimura if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

It’s time to Register for the  

2023 MABAS Training Summit in  

Bloomington/Normal 

http://www.mabas-il.org
http://www.mabas-il.org
http://www.mabas-il.org
http://www.mabas-il.org/
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  ILTF-1 K-9 Training 

IL-TF1 had Canine Specialist and Canines attend 

training and Type 2 testing. They were able to work 

at the Urban Search and Rescue Canine Training 

Facility on Staten Island.   

NYPD is nationally renowned for their training of ca-

nine for search, rescue and police response.  

The ability to use a different training site and input 

from instructors will help IL-TF1 continue to grow. 
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The hardest working muscle in your body is 

your heart—it pumps more than 2,000 gal-

lons of blood a day and beats more than 

2.5 billion times in a 70-year life span. 

(heart.org) https://parade.com/1099930/marynliles/

history-facts/ 

MABAS Trivia 

 For More Information 

 MABAS, Illinois 

847-403-0500 

 

Questions/Comments 

If your Department or Division has responded to a call or had a big 

event and you would like MABAS to add it to this newsletter, or you 

have any questions or comments about the newsletters? If so, please 

feel free to email or call us. We look forward to any and all sugges-

tions or comments. 

Email—Littlefield@mabas-il.org Phone—847-403-0511 

Polar bears have black skin. And actually, 
their fur isn’t white—it’s see-through, so it 

appears white as it reflects light.   

https://parade.com/966564/parade/fun-facts/ 

Fun Fact 

MABAS Division Map 
With Branch Chiefs 

www.mabas-il.org 

Fun Fact 

How many divisions does  

MABAS have? 

A. 66 

B. 70 

C. 69 

D. 102 

 

Answer  will be in April Newsletter 

https://parade.com/937586/parade/life-quotes/
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/arrhythmia/about-arrhythmia
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Click to Register for MABAS 2023 Trainng Summit www.mabas-il.org 

http://www.mabas-il.org
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https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Zoom-Based-Courses-Available-for-Emergency-Responders.html?soid=1115090528044&aid=53QWI-a5vdE
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MABAS is looking to get your department  

logo!!! 
MABAS would like for you to email your department logo to us. We are using department  

                logos for Tier II cards. 

                                             Please send your logo to sikorski@mabas-il.org 

 

 

 

mailto:falco@mabas-il.org
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Visit or click to Play: 

www.mabasmoney.com 

 

All net proceeds of the raffle will benefit MABAS Local 

and Intergovernmental response capabilities, equipment, 

training, and mutual aid systems of local fire/EMS agen-

cies in the state of Illinois.  

New Game every Friday/Minimum grand prize $1,000.00 Maximum $500,000.00 

http://www.mabasmoney.com
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
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MABAS Foundation  

Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Bonifas was born and raised in Aurora, Illinois.  He went on to earn his bach-

elor’s degree from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale and his law degree 

from Marquette University Law School.   

Nick is the Past-President of the Illinois Electronic Security Association (IESA), 

which is a trade association representing licensed alarm contractors.  Nick is also 

currently EVP and Chief Operating Officer of Alarm Detection Systems, Inc. in Au-

rora, IL.  Founded in 1968, ADS is a family-owned business and prides itself on tak-

ing great care of its employees and customers.   ADS has grown to over 35,000 

customers in Illinois, Colorado, Wisconsin, and Indiana.   

Nick has been married for 15 years to his wife Rorry, who is an elementary school 

librarian in the West Aurora School District.  Together they are raising two young 

daughters in Geneva, IL.  In his free time, Nick enjoys playing golf, softball, and 

going hiking. 
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MABAS Foundation Partners 

Each month on ‘Inside Darley’ Paul Darley highlights industry trends, new products, best 
practices, thought leadership and more. The videos typically last about 4 minutes and are 
supplemented with insightful articles and resources. We invite the MABAS community to 
watch our October series here and if you want even more content, we hope you’ll sub-
scribe.         

The latest video can be found here https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-
2020  

People can sign up for newsletters here: https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup  

Founded in 1990, Air One Equipment, Inc. is a family owned and operated full-line 
fire and safety equipment distributor. Our sales and service staff work out of a mod-
ern 8,000 square foot facility located in South Elgin, Illinois. Our second location is 
operated out of a 3,500 square foot facility in Menomonee Falls, WI. In both loca-
tions, we have a warehouse full of best in class products available for our first re-
sponders. 

At Air One Equipment, Inc., "You know us by the company we keep". We offer our 
customers quality equipment at competitive prices from the leading manufacturers 

in the industry. We pride ourselves in continuing to provide exceptional service after sale, both on the products we sell 
and the way we treat our customers. With over 400 years of combined experience in the fire service industry, our sales 
consultants and factory trained service staff are able to assist you in choosing and maintaining the equipment you need 
to safely perform your job. Contact "The House That Service Built!" to see how we can serve you in the future. 888-247-
1204 

Union Pacific Railroad Company is the principal operating company of Union Pacific Corpo-
ration (NYSE: UNP). We are one of America’s most recognized companies, with a heritage 
of building the country and a vision to keep doing so. 

Our rail network connects 23 states in the western two-thirds of the country, providing a 
critical link in the global supply chain. Over the last 10 years, from 2009 to 2018, Union 
Pacific invested $34 billion in our network and operations, supporting America’s transpor-
tation infrastructure and enabling economic growth. 

    MABAS ILLINOIS 

     233 W. Hintz Rd. 

      Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-403-0525 

 

WWW.MABASFOUNDATION-IL.ORG 

 

https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup

