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“Got Your  

Back Talk” 

Volume 21.3 In This Issue  

 From the President: 
 by Chief Don Davids 
 

 

Greetings to all MABAS Members, 

Thank you to everyone that attended 
the MABAS Command and Dispatcher 
training summits in Bloomington/
Normal in February, we had a very nice 
increase in attendees, excellent presen-
tations and tremendous support from 
our vendors. At the beginning of the 
summit, our standing committee mem-
bers met and worked on their plans and 
grant requests for the future. I hope if 
you attended you thought the summit 
was worth your time and if you did not 
attend, please consider attending in 
2024. 

At our last MABAS executive board 
meeting on February 22, a majority of 
member divisions were in attendance, 
and we had a productive meeting. We 
continued the discussion about the im-
portance of completing the new MABAS  

 

 

 

 

 

agreement and rostering team mem-
bers in CIMS. If your division needs as-
sistance with either of those topics, 
please reach out to your Operations 
Section Chief or MABAS staff.  

We will host our next executive board 
meeting on Wednesday, June 14, in 
conjunction with the Illinois Fire Chiefs 
and districts at their combined confer-
ence in Peoria. .  

Please stay safe and keep up the good 
work of protecting your communities. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Don Davids 

President, MABAS-IL 

davids@mabas-il.org 
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Thank you for  
attending our  

 Training Summit 
See you next year!! 

Click here to Register for CIMS 3.0 

http://www.mabas-il.org
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With so much of the country getting 
hit with late-season winter weather, 
it’s hard to believe spring is just 
around the corner. Spring brings 
(hopefully) warmer temperatures, 
and with those temperatures comes 
the need to prepare your home for 
increased air conditioning use, spring 
showers and warm-weather pests. 
Use our maintenance checklist below 
to kick off your spring house prep. 

1. Clean out your gutters 

April showers may bring May flowers, 
but they’re also really hard on your 
gutters. Gutters can become clogged 
with leaves and debris during the 
winter months, so it’s important to 
clean them out and check your down-
spouts before the rainy season hits to 
avoid flooding. 

2. Tune up your A/C 

Now is a good time to tune up your 
air conditioner to prepare for increas-
ing temperatures. Have someone 
come out and do a once-over on the 
unit to make sure it’s in proper work-
ing order and safe to use in the com-
ing months. A tuneup generally con-
sists of cleaning, calibrating, checking 
for leaks and ensuring your refriger-

ant levels are correct. If you have 
a home warranty, you may be eligible 
for discounted tuneups. 

3. Keep allergens out 

Allergy sufferers may be dreading the 
coming season and all the dust, mold 
and pollen it brings. You can keep 
indoor allergens at bay by declutter-
ing your home, keeping it clean and 
replacing your air filters. A clogged 
filter cannot do its job efficiently. You 
should replace furnace air filters eve-
ry three months. 

4. Check your foundation 

If your house has a crawl space, 
you’ll have vents along the founda-
tion that may need to be cleared of 
leaves and other debris. Cleaning 
these vents will help increase air 
circulation and prevent moisture 
that can cause mold. Keeping them 
in good condition also helps ensure 
pests aren’t sneaking under your 
house. If you don’t have a crawl 
space, it’s still a good idea to walk 
around your property and check for 
any cracks or damage to your foun-
dation. Once the snow and ice 
begin to thaw and you’ve raked 
leaves and debris away, you’ll have 
a clearer view of your home to do 
this inspection. 

5. Check your windows and screens 

As with your foundation, you’ll 
want to check the seals and screens 
on your windows for any damage. 
Reseal any cracks to keep your 
home energy-efficient and prevent 
cool air from escaping and unwant-

ed warm air from getting in. If you 
like keeping your windows open in 
spring for fresh air, you’ll want to 
make sure those screens are in 
good condition to prevent any fly-
ing pests from sneaking into your 
home through rips and tears. 

6. Invest in a smart thermostat 

If you’re searching for ways to cut 
down your energy bill, a smart 
thermostat can help. With a pro-
grammable thermostat, you can 
keep the A/C down while you’re 
away from home and schedule it to 
turn back on automatically before 
you arrive so your house is cool 
when you walk in. Many security 
systems now include smart thermo-
stats in their equipment options. 
You can also buy smart thermostats 
from major retailers, including Am-
azon. 

7. Get your lawn and garden ready 

It’s not too early to begin to prep 
your yard for spring. In fact, early 
in the season — or even before the 
season — can be a great time to 
get your lawn ready. Consider 
cleaning up winter debris, adding 
fertilizer, getting your trees 
trimmed, pruning shrubs and doing 
other landscaping. You can do this 
yourself or hire a lawn care compa-
ny to do the heavy lifting. 

https://www.consumeraffairs.com/
news/7-tips-to-get-your-home-ready-
for-spring-030521.html 

www.mabas-il.org 

7 tips to get your home ready for spring 

Prepare for warmer weather with this home maintenance checklist 

https://www.consumeraffairs.com/news/7-tips-to-get-your-home-ready-for-spring-030521.html 

https://www.consumeraffairs.com/homeowners/aaa_windows.html
https://www.consumeraffairs.com/homeowners/aaa_alarm_systems.html
https://www.consumeraffairs.com/homeowners/aaa_alarm_systems.html
https://www.consumeraffairs.com/homeowners/lawn-care/
https://www.consumeraffairs.com/homeowners/lawn-care/
http://www.mabas-il.org
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The MABAS Staff would like to express our 

appreciation to everyone who attended 

the MABAS Command and Dispatch Sum-

mit last month. Work is already beginning 

on next years Summit which will begin 

February 19, 2024 in Bloomington/

Normal. One of the successes of the last 

Summit were the many speakers from 

MABAS Departments/Divisions who spoke 

on real-world situations they faced and 

the lessons learned from each of them. If 

you have such an event, or would like to 

share a best practice your Division has 

found, please consider presenting at the 

2024 Summit. Watch for the formal “Call 

for Speakers” notice to be sent out later 

this year or contact your local Operations 

Branch Chief at any time.  

Congratulations go out to Chief Dave Hay-

wood who was re-elected as MABAS 2nd  

 

 

 

 

 

Vice President and Deputy Chief Steve 

DeJong who was elected MABAS Treasur-

er/Comptroller at the Summit. Chief Sean  

Maloy was presented an appreciation 

award for his many years of service as the 

previous MABAS Treasurer.  

It’s that time of year again where agencies 

such as MABAS in Illinois compete for Fed-

eral and State grant funding to support 

their operations. We already know that 

the Illinois share of the Federal Homeland 

Security Grant for Federal Fiscal Year 2023 

will remain flat while the Urban Area Se-

curity Initiative Grant has been reduced by  

 

 

 

 

 

over $1 million. There is the possibility 

that the State Fiscal Year 2024 Budget will 

include additional funding in the Prepar-

edness and Response Grant and funding 

for Capital Equipment Replacement. We 

hope to be able to report on our requests 

at the June Executive Board meeting.  

Now is the time to approve and send in 

your new signed MABAS Agreement be-

fore the January 1, 2024 deadline. After 

January 1, 2024 any older MABAS Agree-

ment will terminate. Please don’t wait till 

the last moment. Your local Operations 

Branch Chief is available should you have 

any questions or need assistance. At the 

time of this writing, we have received just 

over 330 signed documents which equals 

27% of the membership.  

Thank you for your support, stay safe and 

enjoy Spring  

A Message from MABAS-Illinois 
By: Chief Glenn Ericksen 

 

 

 

Rest in Peace Ed 

It is with a heavy heart we announce the pass-

ing of retired Assistant Chief Ed Murphy. Ed 

started with the Roberts Park Fire Protection 

District in 1974 and retired in 2015, serving the 

District for 41 years. Ed started with MABAS 

July 2012 as Special Projects/Coordinator-

Credentialing and retired January 2022. 

In Memory 
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     Visit Our Web Site 

 

 

 

        www.mabas-il.org 

 

Hey, while you’re visiting, Click on 

CIMS Login and create a profile!! 

 

Salamander Live Update Training  

By: Mark Sikorski 

 

Thursday morning, March 23rd, 

MABAS-Illinois hosted an on-line training to re-

view and explain entering members into CIMS 

(Contact Information Management). Updates to 

CIMS 3.0 took affect that morning to streamline 

the method for members to enter their infor-

mation into the MABAS software, as well as dis-

cuss the new changes that will help anyone to 

avoid errors and missing important, necessary in-

formation.  

Members who log in now, will find that they can no longer skip crucial information that MABAS and IEMA need in 

order for a member to be considered for deployments.   

The training was repeated multiple times over the course of 4 hours by Salamander Live staff, assisted by MABAS 

staff, with over 40 Fire Service Personnel in attendance at various times throughout the morning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Suriw3ASPQ 

http://www.mabas-il.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Suriw3ASPQ
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        A Night of Safety and Wellness! 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

It’s time to Register with CIMS 3.0  

cims.mabas-il.org 

On the night of Thursday, March 30th, MABAS-Illinois 

was well represented at the New Lenox Safe Communi-

ties Coalition’s Health and Wellness/ Touch-a-Truck/ 

Weather Safety Seminar.  

The first part of the evening was for organizations from 

across the area to display their capabilities and services 

at tables in the jam-packed halls of Lincoln Way West 

High School. At the same time, out in the parking lot, 

numerous agencies showed off their vehicles, for all 

ages to walk through, ask questions, and enjoy.   

The evening concluded with meteorologists from the 

National Weather Service, out of Romeoville, to present 

a Severe Weather Seminar and Spotter Training to ap-

proximately 75 people in the LWW Auditorium.                 

By: Mark Sikorski 

Mark Sikorski & Pat Hardin 

http://www.mabas-il.org
http://www.mabas-il.org
http://www.mabas-il.org/


MABAS   April 2023 

 

MABAS Vehicle Inventory Update 

 

Towards the end of 2022, MABAS completed the tire 

replacement project on the divisional generator light 

towers (GLT’s) and the expedient (Western) shelter trail-

ers.  During this process, MABAS received photo docu-

mentation from the vendor that included an image of 

each trailer, the VIN plate or sticker, and the rear of the 

vehicle showing the license plate.  This documentation 

was entered into MABAS inventory system.  As the vari-

ous photos were coming in, MABAS noticed some dis-

crepancies from the older excel databases that con-

tained vehicle information.  In some cases, the VIN in the 

older data base had a “6” instead of an “8” or some oth-

er numerical transcribing error. 

In an effort to maintain an accurate data base, MABAS is 

looking for your assistance.  We are looking for legible 

images of the side, VIN plate or sticker, and rear of the 

vehicle that clearly shoes the license plate.  Below are 

some examples. 

We are in need of images of the division IMAT trailers, 

UTV’s, Decon Trucks, Air Trucks and MVU’s.  Please for-

ward this information to Bob Bush at bush@mabas-

il.org   

www.mabas-il.org 

 

http://www.mabas-il.org
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MABAS Storm Update 

Severe Storms  

On March 31 and again on April 4 & 5, Illinois was impacted by severe storm activity.  In each case, the National Weather Service 

(NWS) had forecasted severe weather for most of the state.  Many communities were impacted by these storms and for some, 

recovery will take some time. 

For each of these storms, the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) was activated.  Like other state agencies, MABAS was 

activated to virtually staff the SEOC’s various information sharing, situational assessment and common operating platforms. 

The following is a listing of MABAS resources that responded during these storms: 

•3 - Operations Branch Chiefs 

•3 - Technical Rescue Teams 

•9 - Generator Light Towers (GLT’s) 

•4 - Utility Terrain Vehicles (UTV’s) 

•1 - Mission Support Unit (MSU) 

RED Center and MABAS Operations Staff provided resource coordination and support to statewide response efforts.   Divisions 

are encourage to keep their box cards updated for disaster responses.  Please contact your regional Operations Branch Chief or 

Operations Section Chief Kevin Lyne at lyne@mabas-il.org with any questions.  

 

 

Play to Win  

$500,000.00 

 

Visit www.mabasmoney.com 

 

          

Like us on Facebook 

mailto:lyne@mabas-il.org
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
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MABAS Wants your logo 

MABAS would like for you to email your department logo to us. We are using department  

                logos for Tier II cards. 

                 Please send your logo to sikorski@mabas-il.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook

MABAS Attends the 100 Club  

Frontline Convention 

On March 27 and 28, 2023, MABAS shared its resources and 

distributed MABAS materials to over 150 first responders at 

the 100 Club of Illinois Frontline Convention at the Hilton Chi-

cago Oak Brook Hills Resort. MABAS staff shared their 

knowledge, resources and services with attendees as the con-

vention featured wellness education and networking opportu-

nities for first responders.  Spencer Kimura 

mailto:sikorski@mabas-il.org
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  ILTF-1 K-9 Training 

 Canine 

Over the last several 

months, MABAS Illinois 

Task Force 1 Urban 

Search &Rescue Team welcomed on four new 4-

legged team members! Three currently rostered ca-

nine handlers received new K9 partners, and we 

welcomed one new handler and his K9 partner. All 

teams have started their individual and team train-

 

The most senior member of our canine 

team, Geoff Gardiner, will soon be retir-

ing his current partner, Molson, after 10 

years of dedicated service to IL-TF1. His 

new partner, Whiskey, a 3 yr. Old fe-

male Belgian Malinois comes from 

North River K9 in Beery , AL. 

 

 
Mike Vitale with Lincolnshire Riverwoods FPD re-

cently retired medically retired his partner Irie, after 

4 yrs. of dedicated service and a long battle with 

kidney disease. She received full department honors 

before crossing the rainbow bridge. In February, 

Mike welcomed Koda, a male German Shepherd 

from Warknohaus German Shepherd in State Col-

lege, PA 

 

 

Our new handler, William Murray, works 

for Romeoville Fire District and received 

his dog from Logan Haus Kennels in 

Lewisburg, WV.  Roy is a Male Labrador 

retriever that was born in the summer of 

2022.   

 

 
Rami ElShareif with Lemont Fire District 

retired his partner Magnus this past Au-

gust, after 2 years of dedicated service.  

He picked up his new partner, Zuul, in 

January from Jen Brown of Florida USAR 

TF-2 in Tampa, FL.  Zuul is a Male Labrador 

retriever.   

For information about IL-TF1 Canine program and resources  contact US&R Operations Branch Pat Hardin at 224-935-2728 or  

hardin@mabas-il.org 
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The term "astronaut" comes from Greek 

words that mean "star" and "sailor."  

https://www.factretriever.com/fun-facts 

MABAS Trivia 

 For More Information 

 MABAS, Illinois 

847-403-0500 

 

Questions/Comments 

If your Department or Division has responded to a call or had a big 

event and you would like MABAS to add it to this newsletter, or you 

have any questions or comments about the newsletters? If so, please 

feel free to email or call us. We look forward to any and all sugges-

tions or comments. 

Email—Littlefield@mabas-il.org Phone—847-403-0511 

When humans take a breath, they replace 
only 15% of the air in their lungs with fresh 
air. When dolphins take a breath, they re-

place 90% of the air in their lungs with 
fresh air.  

Fun Fact 

MABAS Division Map 
With Branch Chiefs 

www.mabas-il.org 

Fun Fact 

How many Mobile Ventilation 
Units (MVU) does  

MABAS have? 

A. 69 

B. 10 

C. 8 

D. 12 

   Answer  will be in the July Newsletter                   

January Trivia’s answer C. 69 

https://www.factretriever.com/dolphin-facts
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Fire Dex donated PPE to Illinois Fire Service  

 Fire Dex PPE was donated to University of Illinois Fire Service  

 Institute. MABAS – Illinois is assisting with distributing PPE 

 to Illinois Fire Service members.  

 

  1 box available for distribution, 60 gowns in each box. 

 

Please email the following information to;  

US&R Operations Branch Chief  

Patrick Hardin 

hardin@mabas-il.org 

 

Responsible Party _______________________________ 

Responsible Party email address ___________________ 

Division _________    County ______________________ 

Department ____________________________________ 

Number of Boxes (60 gowns) _____1________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

First round of distribution – Mid April 2023 

If you have any questions, please call Branch Chief Patrick Hardin at 224.935.2728  
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         Foundation 

www.mabasfoundation-il.org 

Thank you (again!) to the Union Pacific Foundation. Union Pacific has recently given the MABAS Foun-

dation a $31,500 grant so that MABAS may fortify its cache of Hazardous Materials Personal Protective 

Equipment. This grant is in addition to grants of;  $11,000, $94,000, and $30,000, all given by the Union 

Pacific Foundation to MABAS (through the MABAS Foundation) since 2020.  

MABAS appreciates Union Pacific’s partnership and its continued commitment to the  

Illinois Fire Service.   

http://www.mabasfoundation-il.org
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Visit or click to Play: 

www.mabasmoney.com 

 

All net proceeds of the raffle will benefit MABAS Local 

and Intergovernmental response capabilities, equipment, 

training, and mutual aid systems of local fire/EMS agen-

cies in the state of Illinois.  

New Game every Friday/Minimum grand prize $1,000.00 Maximum $500,000.00 

http://www.mabasmoney.com
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
http://www.mabasmoney.com/
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MABAS Foundation Partners 

Each month on ‘Inside Darley’ Paul Darley highlights industry trends, new products, best 
practices, thought leadership and more. The videos typically last about 4 minutes and are 
supplemented with insightful articles and resources. We invite the MABAS community to 
watch our October series here and if you want even more content, we hope you’ll sub-
scribe.         

The latest video can be found here https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-
2020  

People can sign up for newsletters here: https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup  

Founded in 1990, Air One Equipment, Inc. is a family owned and operated full-line 
fire and safety equipment distributor. Our sales and service staff work out of a mod-
ern 8,000 square foot facility located in South Elgin, Illinois. Our second location is 
operated out of a 3,500 square foot facility in Menomonee Falls, WI. In both loca-
tions, we have a warehouse full of best in class products available for our first re-
sponders. 

At Air One Equipment, Inc., "You know us by the company we keep". We offer our 
customers quality equipment at competitive prices from the leading manufacturers 

in the industry. We pride ourselves in continuing to provide exceptional service after sale, both on the products we sell 
and the way we treat our customers. With over 400 years of combined experience in the fire service industry, our sales 
consultants and factory trained service staff are able to assist you in choosing and maintaining the equipment you need 
to safely perform your job. Contact "The House That Service Built!" to see how we can serve you in the future. 888-247-
1204 

Union Pacific Railroad Company is the principal operating company of Union Pacific Corpo-
ration (NYSE: UNP). We are one of America’s most recognized companies, with a heritage 
of building the country and a vision to keep doing so. 

Our rail network connects 23 states in the western two-thirds of the country, providing a 
critical link in the global supply chain. Over the last 10 years, from 2009 to 2018, Union 
Pacific invested $34 billion in our network and operations, supporting America’s transpor-
tation infrastructure and enabling economic growth. 

    MABAS ILLINOIS 

     233 W. Hintz Rd. 

      Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-403-0525 

 

WWW.MABASFOUNDATION-IL.ORG 

 

https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup

