
Mutual Aid:
Statewide and Beyond!



Additional Assistance Box 
Cards

• Inbound and Outbound 

Inter-Divisional resource requests

–Task Force 

–Strike Teams

–Special Teams / Equipment



Have all area resources been 
utilized ?



Know your neighbors!!!



June 2021
(Damn, we were busy!)

• Wood River Acid Spill

• Rockton Explosion

• Naperville Tornado

• Morris Battery Fire

• On going Covid-19 assistance

• Numerous exercises



Task Force vs. Strike Team

• Confusion of terminology is common 

among all parties. Often the wrong 

type of response is requested by 

Incident Commanders, only to cause 

confusion in the dispatch center, the 

fire-ground, and with responding 

companies.



The definition of a 
Strike Team

• 5 “like” pieces of apparatus

Examples-

–5 Engine Companies

–5 Truck Companies

–5 Ambulances

• These companies would usually be due to 

an escalating incident in a 

requesting/stricken division!



The definition of a 
Task Force

• A Task Force  is various pieces of apparatus, which 
operate as a whole package, generally used to 
backfill a stricken area.

• ALL companies muster and convoy  together. 

• The Task Force reports to an assigned staging 
area, usually centrally located in the requesting 
MABAS Division ( Fire Station, Mall parking lot, etc)

• The assigned Chief  should be the sole 
Communications contact with MABAS dispatchers, 
and operate under the radio signature of 

‘Task Force (Div#)’ 



Task Force 

• A Task Force is comprised of;

–2 Engine companies

–1 Truck company 

–1 Heavy Rescue Squad 

(or Truck company)

–3 Ambulances (ALS preferred)

–2 Chief Officers





General Rules of thumb:

Strike Team = “Going to work” 

Task Force = “Going to protect” or    
“Large C. of Q.”

HOWEVER… Regardless of type of 
request, once dispatched, use of these 

companies is at the discretion of the 
Incident Commander!



Statewide Requests
• The Statewide Mutual Aid Plan is designed to assist 

a stricken area, when all area resources have been 
exhausted

• Requested companies should be prepared to 
respond within 2 hours, or specified time

• All personnel should be supplied to be self-sufficient 
for an extended period, minimum of 72 hours

• Alarms will be dispatched via the automated 
notification system, utilizing CIMS 3.0 information

• Requests must be made to IEMA via your County 
EMA



MABAS Preparedness Workbook



Information needed for IEMA…

• Requesting entity

• I.C. contact info

• Location 

• Nature

• Needs

• Reception



Dispatchers Role . . .

• Monitor IFERN and StarCom 21 -

MABAS talkgroup

• Locate MABAS Preparedness 

Workbook

• Keep an open dialog with Divisional 

Executive Board, (and your County 

EMA Director if its your incident)

• Document all personnel, vehicles, 

radio traffic and travel times

– crucial for reimbursement 



Statewide Deployment 
Messages

Three types of messages:

- via Text , Voice and Email

• Notification Message 

(optional)

• Pre-Tasking Message

• Tasking Message









Remember…
Know your neighbors…



…Because you may need each other 
someday!!!!

MABAS Divisions responded to 
nearly 4,200 events statewide in 
2021, and over  5,820  
Last year!


