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“Got Your  

Back Talk” 

Volume 25.1 

In This Issue  
 From the President: 
 by Chief Don Davids 
 

Greetings to all MABAS Members, 

Welcome to 2026. I hope everyone had 
a safe and enjoyable holiday season as 
2025 closed out and that you and your 
communities are ready for whatever 
challenges 2026 will bring. So far, the 
weather has been mild, and large-scale 
incidents have not been common. 

The MABAS-OFSM 4-gas project is off to 
a great start. Over 300 of the available 
monitors have been sent to the MABAS 
Branch Operations Chiefs for delivery to 
requesting agencies. If you are a de-
partment/district with an annual budg-
et of less than $500,000 and want to 
receive a monitor, you should apply as 
soon as possible. I anticipate exhausting 
the supply of monitors prior to reaching 
departments with a budget of more 
than $750,000.  

The 2026 MABAS Command Training 
Summit is just around the corner. The 
summit will be held February 16-18 in 
Bloomington. We have a very inter-
esting group of speakers who will dis-
cuss some recent real-world incidents. I 
am sure they will be very enlightening. 

We will also have many fire service ven-
dors for you to visit who provide bene-
ficial products and services. Our com-
mittees will meet on February 16 prior 
to the beginning of the summit and will 
work on committee goals, workplans, 
and grant funding ideas. If you have 
never attended the training summit, I 
am sure you would find it very worth-
while. Registration is available on the 
MABAS-IL website.  

I am sure most of you know that there 
has been a reduction in grant-funded 
training, overtime, and backfill. As a 
reminder, a student must be on a spe-
cial teams training roster in CIMS six 
weeks prior to the start of a class to be 
eligible for reimbursement.  

Our next executive board meeting is in 
Bloomington in conjunction with the 
MABAS Command Training Summit. 
The meeting will be held February 17 at 
4:00 p.m. I hope to see you there. 

Please stay safe and keep up the good 
work of protecting your communities. 

Respectfully, 
Don Davids 
President, MABAS-IL 
davids@mabas-il.org 
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The Coldest Day of the Year Is Almost 
Here—Here’s How to Winter-Proof Your 

Home 
Stay cozy and avoid costly repairs with these must-do winter prep tips. 

Jan 16, 2026 8:55 PM EST  

Wonderful house with winter mood. Winter landscape.ANAYAT 

ART / Shutterstock.com  

Key Points 
• January 20 is known as one of the coldest days of the year, so it can help to winter-proof your home. 

• Prevent frozen pipes and heating issues by insulating and maintaining your home systems. 
• Prepare for power outages by dressing warmly, using generators safely and seeking shelter if needed. 

Bundle up—January 20 has a reputation for being one of winter’s coldest days. Back in 1954, Rogers Pass, Montana, hit a jaw-
dropping –70°F, which was one of the coldest readings ever recorded in the United States. Years later, on January 20, 1985, Chica-
go hit –27°F, helping cement the date’s icy reputation. 
While most of us won’t face temperatures anywhere near that, even a standard winter deep freeze can cause big problems at 
home, from frozen pipes to heating issues. The good news is that a little preparation now can help you avoid stress, expensive 
repairs and last-minute emergencies down the road. 

MABAS 2026 Training Summit Bloomington Normal February 16-20 

https://dengarden.com/news/dollar-tree-winter-home-hacks


MABAS Illinois | Issue  January 2026   3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to start my first “Message” 

by thanking Chief Glenn Ericksen for his 

dedication and leadership during his 12 

years at MABAS, including the last 8 years 

as Chief Executive Officer. Through gov-

ernment shut-downs, federal “freezes,” 

and some reductions in federal grants, 

Glenn has kept MABAS strong, respon-

sive and a nationwide model for emer-

gency mutual aid.  

If you have been following the news, (or 

following previous newsletters) you know 

that Illinois is facing some challenges fed-

eral funding, including the State Home-

land Security Grant Program (SHGP) and 

the Urban Area Initiative Security (UASI) 

funding.   

Despite these challenges, I believe 

MABAS continues to have a strong and 

supported future. While federal funding 

has decreased, the State of Illinois’ Pre-

paredness and Response (PAR) Grants 

have increased in each of the last 7 years. 

The Office of the Illinois State Fire Mar-

shal continues to support MABAS 

through the funding of MABAS insurance 

and additional special initiatives like the 

state-wide 4-Gas Monitor program and 

funding for Search Rescue Cameras for 

MABAS Technical Rescue Teams.  

Partnerships with the Illinois Emergency 

management Agency-Office of Homeland 

Security (IEMA-OHS) and the Cook Coun-

ty Emergency Management and Regional 

Security (CCEMRS) have never been 

stronger, in part because of the MABAS 

Division’s, Team’s, and Chief’s strong and 

swift responses to such incidents as Hur-

ricane Helene, Texas Flooding, the Demo-

cratic National Convention and EMS and 

Command assistance in Broadview during 

large protest/demonstration events. 

When that phone rings, MABAS Divisions 

and Teams answer, every time. All in ad-

dition to the robust day-to-day mutual 

aid response MABAS departments and 

districts provide every day.  

Politically, Illinois House Bill 4144, spon-

sored by State Representative Mary Beth 

Canty (54th District), which aims to pro-

vide a dependable funding source for 

both MABAS and ILEAS, has garnered 

some early support and co-sponsorships 

from legislators.   (NOTE: If you have not 

already done so, or even if you have, 

please let your local State Senator or 

Representative know of you support for 

this Bill.)  

So, we welcome 2026 and all the chal-

lenges that come with it. Our organiza-

tion is resolute, our membership is 

strong, and as long as we continue to 

work together and communicate with 

each other, our future is bright.  

 

 

A Message from MABAS-Illinois 
By: Chief Officer Bernie Lyons 
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Continued from page 2 

 

Protect Your Plumbing 

Frozen pipes are a common and costly problem for homeowners, with repairs for a burst interior pipe averaging nearly 

$300—and sometimes more, according to a report by HomeServe. 

Signs of a frozen pipe include reduced water flow and pipes that feel unusually cold. If you notice either, turn off your 

home’s main water supply right away. You can also thaw the pipe using a hair dryer or heating pad. 

Luckily, there are a few simple steps you can take to prevent a frozen pipe from happening in the first place. 

1. Keep your thermostat set to at least 55°F, even when you’re away from home. 

2. Insulate exposed pipes in unheated areas like basements, attics, crawl spaces and garages using pipe insulation or heat          

tape. 

3. Open the cabinet doors under sinks to allow warm air to circulate. 

4. Let faucets drip slightly during extreme cold. Moving water is much less likely to freeze. 

5. Disconnect outdoor hoses and make sure all spigots are turned off. 

Heat Your Home Safely 

Heating systems are essential during cold weather, which is why it’s important to keep them in good working order. Accord-

ing to  Randall Boutte, HVAC Training Manager at HomeServe, a tune-up catches small problems before they become big 

ones and keeps your system working well. “Getting your furnace checked each fall is one of the easiest and cheapest ways to 

keep your home safe and warm,” he says. 

Other ways to stay safe and comfortable this winter are to check your furnace before or early in the winter season, change 

your air filters regularly so your system runs well, and keep vents clear by not blocking them with furniture, rugs or curtains. 

Get Ready for Power Outages 

Cold weather can sometimes cause power outages, so it’s important to be prepared. Dress in layers, including hats and 

gloves, to stay warm. Use generators only outdoors and away from windows or doors to avoid carbon monoxide from seep-

ing into your home. Also, stay hydrated and avoid alcohol, which actually speeds up heat loss. 

If your home gets too cold, go to a community warming shelter or stay with friends or family. 

Winter’s coldest days don’t have to be stressful. With a few smart precautions, you can protect your home, avoid costly re-

pairs and keep your family cozy—no matter what January has in store. 

By Nor’Adila Hepburn 

News Writer, DenGarden  

https://dengarden.com/news/how-to-winter-proof-your-home-tips 

The Coldest Day of the Year Is Almost Here— 
Here’s How to Winter-Proof Your Home 

 

MABAS 2026 Training Summit Bloomington Normal February 16-20 
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MABAS-IL Change-of-Quarters Knox-Box® System 

Fire departments anticipating being tied up for a length of time 

on a multiple alarm fire or other large or complicated incident 

often (and should) include Change-of Quarter (COQ) companies 

on their MABAS Box Alarm Cards in order to have Mutual Aid 

departments move into their station(s) to provide response 

protection for other possible incidents in their village, 

municipality or district. In “the old days” the hosting 

department could simply leave their station unlocked so 

incoming companies could walk right in. But these days, fire 

stations are advised not to leave their stations open.  

In early 2002 MABAS-IL, through the Knox Company, instituted a 

unique COQ Knox-Box® system to facilitate ease of entry by incoming 

COQ companies to an otherwise empty station. This a voluntary 

participation program available to all MABAS-member fire 

departments in Illinois.  

Here’s how it works: Dealing with the MABAS-IL Knox-Box Program 

Coordinator, a member fire station purchases a small key safe for 

mounting on the exterior of their station. Once the box is securely 

mounted, they lock their station key/card/fob/entry code inside the 

key safe. Incoming COQ companies participating in the program then 

use their MABAS-IL key to open 

the key safe to get the key, etc.  to 

then access  the station. The simplicity of the program is that 

participating fire departments have to carry just one statewide 

COQ program key on their outgoing COQ vehicles to gain access to 

any and all participating fire stations.  

Want to know more about the program? Contact Chief (ret.) Harry 

Tallacksen via email at tallacksen@mabas-il.org or via phone at 

815-262-4374.  
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Oh, how I love Camp I Am Me. My daughter has been a camper, now a counselor. We look forward to 
the Camp every year. She loves her Camp family. She is open about her burns and we always reach 
out or talk to people who have been burned.  
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Command starts Monday, February 16, 2026 through Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

Communications starts Wednesday, February 18, 2026 through Friday, February 20, 2026 

Marriott Hotel  

Bloomington-Normal 201 Broadway Ave.                                             

Normal, IL 61761 

Registration stays open until the Conference, however the room block for a 

guaranteed hotel reservation is until Friday, January 23, 2026. Rooms are 

limited at the Marriott.  

For more information please email  mabas-summit@mabas-il.org 

https://www.mabas-il.org/calendar/https-www-mabas-il-org-wp-content-uploads-2024-11-agenda-2025-summit-final-015-002-docx-pdf-2/
https://www.mabas-il.org/calendar/https-www-mabas-il-org-wp-content-uploads-2024-11-agenda-2025-summit-final-015-002-docx-pdf-2/
mailto:mabas-summit@mabas-il.org?subject=MABAS%20Training%20Summit
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IMPORTANT 

            IMPORTANT 

IMPORTANT 
•Is your MABAS Division vehicle insured?  

•Unless you have an Illinois Insurance Identifi-

cation Card in the vehicle, that vehicle is  

                             NOT INSURED.  

If you have a vehicle that you believe should be in-

sured by MABAS, and does not have an insurance 

card, please contact your regional Branch Chief.  
See page 22 for Branch Chief information 
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MABAS Communications Seminar Updates 

By Mark Sikorski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 5, 2025, The MABAS Communications Committee held our final regional Communications Seminar of the year 

at WESCOM Dispatch in Plainfield. Attendance was at its maximum, with great participation and discussions from everyone! 

The parking lot was full of MABAS Assets and Apparatus from around the area thanks to Division 15 and surrounding agen-

cies.  We would like to send a special thanks to WESCOM for hosting and to 1-800-BoardUp for sponsoring lunch!  
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MABAS Illinois  

notification systems 

MABAS utilizes three different types of systems to notify Dispatch Agencies, Divisional Executive Boards, 

and members for situational awareness and escalating events. These systems are redundant to reduce  

failures in sending out notifications. Please see below of a description of each. 

 

 

 
 

Constant Contact is used for general non-emergent notifications for MABAS Illinois and the  

MABAS Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OnSolve is used for deployment and operational messaging for MABAS Illinois 

 

 

 

 

Regroup is used for deployment and operational messaging for MABAS Illinois 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Sincere THANK YOU to all of our  

Vendors for your past support  

during our 2025 MABAS Training Summit! 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2026 

 

 Diamond level Sponsors 

Gold Level Sponsor 

 

Executive Happy Hour Sponsor 
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A Sincere THANK YOU to all of our  

Vendors for your past support  

during our 2025 MABAS Training Summit! 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2026 

 

 

 Copper level Sponsors 

 

 

Silver Level Sponsor 
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A Sincere THANK YOU to all of our  

Vendors for your past support  

during our 2025 MABAS Training Summit! 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2026 

 

 

 

Brass level Sponsors 
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Training Reimbursement  

Reminders 

 

 

For Class Reimbursements: 

Students must be on their MABAS Divisions related Specialty Team Training Roster in CIMS 3.0 at least six (6) weeks prior to the 

start of class. Be sure to your Deployable and Training Roster eligible members are entered into CIMS 3.0! 

 

Reimbursement requests MUST BE submitted to MABAS within 30 days after completion of the course.  

 

The request must include a coversheet on Department Letterhead, signed by the Chief of Department, with a listing of the stu-

dent and backfill personnel’s standard and overtime pay rates.  

 

The Reimbursement Request for Overtime/Backfill form must be included and filled out including the student and any backfill 

personnel; 

 The maximum rate per hour for reimbursement is $58.00 

Only the number of hours spent in class is reimbursable. This includes the total hours paid out to the student and/or 

back fill personnel. 

MABAS does not reimburse course tuition. 

 

Lodging reimbursement is based on double occupancy, and the class must me more than 50 miles from the sponsoring depart-

ment. A Hotel receipt must be included in the submission packet.                       Reservation documents are not acceptable. The 

reimbursement rate for lodging is available on the Illinois  Department of Central Management Services website under 

‘Preferred Hotel Listing’  https://cms.illinois.gov/employees/travel/preferredhotel.html  

NOTE: ‘AirBRB style’ lodging is NOT reimbursable! 

 

The student must pass the course to be eligible for reimbursement. 

 The student is eligible for a re-test twice within a year of course completion. 

 

Please email any questions or Class reimbursements to overtimereimbursement@mabas-il.org 
Exercise reimbursements should be emailed to Michael Graves at graves@mabas-il.org 

Deployment reimbursements should be mailed to deployment@mabas-il.org 

Updated February 10, 2025 

https://cms.illinois.gov/employees/travel/preferredhotel.html
mailto:overtimereimbursement@mabas-il.org
mailto:graves@mabas-il.org
mailto:deployment@mabas-il.org
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Does your Dispatch Center have the updated Preparedness 

Workbook? 

(Dated August 2023) 

Go to www.mabas-il.org, and click on the  

‘MABAS INFORMATIONAL UPDATES’  

tab on the main page; 

Select the ‘2023 Preparedness Workbook’ to down-

load! 

 

Contact your Operations Branch Chief with any 

questions! 

https://www.mabas-il.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023-Preparedness-Workbook.pdf
http://www.mabas-il.org
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                    IL TF—1 News 

 

Fourth Quarter Review: 

 

IL-TF1 Participated in Training and Events 
Morris Water Exercise – with ILWR1 and Drone Teams – October 20 
Canine Training in Missouri at MO-TF1 – October 25 and 26 
At SUSAR Classes, November 6 to 9, 2025 
At National Urban Search and Rescue Conference – November 10 to 12,2025 

IL-TF1 Canines at MO-TF1 Training Center Octo-

ber 25 and 26, 2025 



MABAS    January 2026 

 19 

               

                     IL TF—1 News 

 

 

 

Boat Drill on the Illinois River – Launched from 

Stratton State Park, Morris, IL 

Tech Search Specialist Class at Ocala,  

Florida, at the Florida State Fire College 
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                     IL TF—1 News 

 

 

 

Heavy Equipment Rigging Specialist (HERS) Class – 

Tavares, Florida at Lake Technical College, Institute 

of Public Safety. 

Logistics Specialist Class – Apopka, FL 
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                     IL TF—1 News 

 

 

 

IL-TF1 at the National Urban Search and Rescue Conference – Orlando, FL, November 10 

to 12, 2025 

Boat / Floodwater Logistics 

Class – Orlando, Florida at the 

SUSAR Conference 

Orlando, Florida, at the SUSAR  

Conference, Other Classes Attended – Safety Officer, 

Planning Team Manager, HazMat Specialists,  
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MABAS Trivia 

29 

MABAS Foundation Partners                      24 

 For More Information 

 MABAS, Illinois 

847-403-0500 

 

Questions/Comments 

If your Department or Division has responded to a call or had a 

big event and you would like MABAS to add it to this news-

letter, please feel free to email or call us. We look forward to 

any and all suggestions or comments. 

Email—Littlefield@mabas-il.org Phone—847-403-0511 

Elephants sing to each other, but 
their songs are in a frequency too 

low for humans o hear. 

https://www.factretriever.com/fun-facts 

 

    MABAS Division Map 
With Operation Branch Chiefs 

www.mabas-il.org 

The picture below is of a MABAS 
“Truck” 

What is its MABAS given name? 

 

A. Command Post 

B.  Mission Support Unit 

C.  Emergency Medical Support Morgue    

Truck 

The answer  will be in  the April’s Newsletter! 

Answer for October’s newsletter is on the  

following page. 

 

The answer to all of our questions can 
be found at 

www.mabas-il.org 

https://www.factretriever.com/elephant-facts
http://www.mabas-il.org
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Answer to the October Trivia question…. 

            

 

  TENT CITY TRAILER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capabilities 

Semi trailer with 10 Western Shelter 19’ X 35’ tents, HVAC, cots, and accessories. 

Built-in generator to power all ten tents. Accommodates 200 responders.  
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Has your Dispatch Center gone through a  

consolidation….. 

Have you had personnel changes in  

management…. 

 

Is your Dispatch Center information  

Up to Date? 

 

Go to www.mabas-il.org, and click on the  

‘MABAS INFORMATIONAL UPDATES’  

tab on the main page; 

 

 

Select the ‘Primary and Secondary Dispatch Centers’ document 

to review your centers information. 

 

Please notify your Operations Branch Chief, or send updates to 

Linda Cruz at cruz@mabas-il.org  

http://www.mabas-il.org
mailto:Linda%20Cruz%20at%20cruz@mabas-il.org
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MABAS is looking to get your department  

logo!!! 

MABAS would like for you to email your department logo to us.  

We are using department logos for Tier II cards. 

   Please send your logo to  bmampe@mabas-il.org 
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MABAS Foundation Partners 

Each month on ‘Inside Darley’ Paul Darley highlights industry trends, new products, best 
practices, thought leadership and more. The videos typically last about 4 minutes and are 
supplemented with insightful articles and resources. We invite the MABAS community to 
watch our October series here and if you want even more content, we hope you’ll sub-
scribe.         

The latest video can be found here https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-
2020  

People can sign up for newsletters here: https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup  

Founded in 1990, Air One Equipment, Inc. is a family owned and operated full-line 
fire and safety equipment distributor. Our sales and service staff work out of a mod-
ern 8,000 square foot facility located in South Elgin, Illinois. Our second location is 
operated out of a 3,500 square foot facility in Menomonee Falls, WI. In both loca-
tions, we have a warehouse full of best in class products available for our first re-
sponders. 

At Air One Equipment, Inc., "You know us by the company we keep". We offer our 
customers quality equipment at competitive prices from the leading manufacturers 

in the industry. We pride ourselves in continuing to provide exceptional service after sale, both on the products we sell 
and the way we treat our customers. With over 400 years of combined experience in the fire service industry, our sales 
consultants and factory trained service staff are able to assist you in choosing and maintaining the equipment you need 
to safely perform your job. Contact "The House That Service Built!" to see how we can serve you in the future. 888-247-
1204 

Union Pacific Railroad Company is the principal operating company of Union Pacific Corpo-
ration (NYSE: UNP). We are one of America’s most recognized companies, with a heritage 
of building the country and a vision to keep doing so. 

Our rail network connects 23 states in the western two-thirds of the country, providing a 
critical link in the global supply chain. Over the last 10 years, from 2009 to 2018, Union 
Pacific invested $34 billion in our network and operations, supporting America’s transpor-
tation infrastructure and enabling economic growth. 

    MABAS ILLINOIS 

     233 W. Hintz Rd. 

      Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-403-0525 

 

WWW.MABASFOUNDATION-IL.ORG 

 

https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup
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